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Ordinary Legislative Procedure



Consolidated version of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union

PART SIX: INSTITUTIONAL AND FINANCIAL PROVISIONS TITLE I:
INSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS

Chapter 2: Legal acts of the Union, adoption procedures and other
Provisions

Section 2: Procedures for the adoption of acts and other provisions
Article 294 (ex Article 251 TEC)




Article 294

(ex Article 251 TEC)

1. Where reference is made in the Treaties to the ordinary legislative procedure for the adoption of an act, the fellowing procedure shall apply.

2. The Commission shall submit a proposal to the European Parliament and the Council,

First reading

3. The European Parliament shall adopt its position at first reading and communicate it to the Council.

4. If the Council approves the European Parliament's position, the act concerned shall be adopted in the wording which corresponds to the position of the
European Parliament.

5. If the Council does not approve the European Parliament's position, it shall adopt its position at first reading and communicate it to the European Parliament.
6. The Council shall inform the European Parliament fully of the reasons which led it to adopt its position at first reading. The Commission shall inform the
European Parliament fully of its position.

Second reading

7. If, within three months of such communication, the European Parliament:

(a) approves the Council's position at first reading or has not taken a decision, the act concerned shall be deemed to have been adopted in the wording which
corresponds to the position of the Council;

(b) rejects, by a majority of its component members, the Council's position at first reading, the proposed act shall be deemed not to have been adopted,;

{¢) proposes, by a majority of its component members, amendments to the Council's position at first reading, the text thus amended shall be forwarded to the
Council and to the Commission, which shall deliver an opinion on those amendments.

8. If, within three months of receiving the European Parliament's amendments, the Council, acting by a qualified majority:

(a) approves all those amendments, the act in question shall be deemed to have been adopted;

(b) does not approve all the amendments, the President of the Council, in agreement with the President of the European Parliament, shall within six weeks
convene a meeting of the Conciliation Committee.

9. The Council shall act unanimously on the amendments on which the Commission has delivered a negative opinion.

Conciliation

10. The Conciliation Committee, which shall be composed of the members of the Council or their representatives and an equal number of members
representing the European Parliament, shall have the task of reaching agreement on a joint text, by a qualified majority of the members of the Council or their
representatives and by a majority of the members representing the European Parliament within six weeks of its being convened, on the basis of the positions of
the European Parliament and the Council at second reading.

11. The Commission shall take part in the Conciliation Committee's proceedings and shall take all necessary initiatives with a view to reconciling the positions of
the European Parliament and the Council.

12. If, within six weeks of its being convened, the Conciliation Committee does not approve the joint text, the proposed act shall be deemed not to have been
adopted.

Third reading

13, If, within that period, the Conciliation Committee approves a joint text, the European Parliament, acting by a majority of the votes cast, and the Council, acting
by a qualified majority, shall each have a period of six weeks from that approval in which to adopt the act in question in accordance with the joint text. If they fail
to do so, the proposed act shall be deemed not to have been adopted.

14. The periods of three months and six weeks referred to in this Article shall be extended by a maximum of one month and two weeks respectively at the
initiative of the European Parliament or the Council.

Special provisions

15. Where, in the cases provided for in the Treaties, a legislative act is submitted to the ordinary legislative procedure on the initiative of a group of Member
States, on a recommendation by the European Central Bank, or at the request of the Court of Justice, paragraph 2, the second sentence of paragraph 6, and
paragraph 9 shall not apply.

In such cases, the European Parliament and the Council shall communicate the proposed act to the Commission with their positions at first and second readings.
The European Parliament or the Council may request the opinion of the Commission throughout the procedure, which the Cemmission may also deliver on its
own initiative. It may also, if it deems it necessary, take part in the Conciliation Committee in accordance with paragraph 11.
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#1 Commission proposal

European Commission submits legisiative
proposal to the European Parliament

Citizen's Initiative
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\ / member states
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European
Investment Bank

#2 1st reading in the
Parliament

During its 1st reading, the European Parliament examines
the Commission’'s proposal and may adopt or amend it.

European
Parliament

#3 1st reading in Council

During its 1st reading, the Council may decide to accept Parliament’s position in which case the

legisiative act is adopted, or it may amend Parliament's position, and retum the proposal to
Parliament for a 2nd reading.

European Central
Bank
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#1 Commission proposal

European Commission submits legislative .
proposal to the European Parliament

RESULTING DOCUMENT @ n ?)‘ W 0

S

The document proposed by the Commission is a:
Proposal for a regulation (or directive or decision) of g

the European Parliament and of the Council on [subject | | A quarter of the
matter). \ / member states

The document reference comprises COM(4-digits year)4-
digits number

#2 1st reading in the
Parliament

During its 1st reading, the European Parliament examines
the Commission's proposal and may adopt or amend it.
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