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Introduction

In the 27 Member States of the EU, there are more than one million politicians elected at the subnational level,
including in federal states, regions, provinces, departments, municipalities, boroughs, etc.

The current Eurobarometer Flash survey, commissioned by the European Committee of the Regions and carried
out by Ipsos European Public Affairs, is the first ever survey targeting all local politicians in the EU.

The survey questionnaire was inspired by the momentum created by the Conference on the Future of Europe. In
the survey, local politicians were asked, for example, about their awareness of, and engagement in the Conference,
as well as the importance they attach to the nine priority themes of the Conference.

Key topics covered by the survey are:
« the contribution of regions, cities and villages to the future of Europe;
« the future of European democracy; and

« preferred measures to achieve a Europe closer to its citizens.
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Technical note

LA

Survey mode

The survey was conducted
via computer-assisted web
interviewing (CAWI).

Local politicians were
invited using email
invitations.

Email addresses were
collected online, from
publicly available sources.

)

Target group

Target population: All politicians
in the EU27 elected at the
subnational level.

Email invitations were sent to
local politicians from all different
political levels and affiliations.

However, due to variations in
available contact details and
response rates, full
representativity cannot be
guaranteed.

Fieldwork and data

Fieldwork took place between
21 July and 9 September 2021.

Number of completed
interviews: 3 276 (see next
slide for distribution per
country).

Survey data at the EU27 level
were weighted according to
the number of municipalities
in each country.

European Committee
of the Regions



Sample distribution per country
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Regions, cities and villages
and the future of the
European Union




1. Regions, cities and villages and the future of the European Union

= A majority of surveyed local politicians (64%) disagree that regions, cities and villages have enough

influence on the future of the EU, while about a third (33%) agree.

Q1 In general, do you agree or disagree that regions, cities and villages have enough influence on the future of

the European Union? (% - BJ27)

Base: all respondents (n=3 276)

Totally agree
Tend to agree
Tend to disagree
Totally disagree

Don’t know

|
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1. Regions, cities and villages and the future of the European Union

« The proportion who agree that regions, cities and villages have enough influence on the future of the
EU differs substantially across countries.

Q1 In general, do you agree or disagree that regions, cities and villages have enough influence on
the future of the European Union? (% total ‘disagree’ by country)
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1. Regions, cities and villages and the future of the European Union

. The vast majority of surveyed local politicians find it important that:

. the influence of their country’s regions and local authorities on EU policy-making
increases (87%); and that

. the access of regions and local authorities to EU funding is improved (94%).

. A smaller but still sizeable share of surveyed local politicians (71%) find it important that the
EU plays a larger role in supporting policy-making at the regional and local level.

. Local politicians do not only find that they should have more influence on EU decision-

making: 90% think it is important that regions and local authorities increase their influence
on national policy-making.

8 Base: all respondents (n=3 276)



1. Regions, cities and villages and the future of the European Union

Q2 Thinking about the current situation in [YOUR GOUNTRY], how important or not important is each of the
following..? (% - BJ27)

—Very important —Fairly important Fairly not important —Not at all important —Don’t know

2‘1

Improve the access of regions and
local authorities to EU funding

4-I

Increase the influence of regions
and local authorities on national
policymaking.

Increase the influence of regions
and local authorities on EU
policymaking

Have more cooperation with
regions and local authorities in
other European countries

Have the EU play a larger role in
supporting policy making at the
regional and local level

Base: all respondents (n=3 276)
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1. Regions, cities and villages and the future of the European Union

When asked which topics they think regions and Q3  On which of these topics would you prefer to see regions and cities to become more influential in
EU policy-making? Please select up to four answers. (% - EU27)

cities should become more influential on in EU
policy-making, the surveyed local politicians most A stronger economy, social justice and

0
% 61
Climate change and the environment 599% _

often mention:

= ‘astronger economy, social justice and Education, culture, youth and sport
jobs’, weatn  35% [N
= ‘climate change and the environment’ and Values and rights, rule of law and security  31% [N

Migration 29% -
Digital transformation 26% -
European democracy 24% -

EU in the world (foreign policy, o
development cooperation, etc.) 13% -

Other, please specify 8% .

« ‘education culture, youth and sport’.

None 2% I

Don't know 1% |

-
Base: all respondents (n=3 276) \
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11

1. Regions, cities and villages and the future of the European Union

Local politicians of different political affiliations have diverging priorities regarding which topics regions and

cities should become more influential on in EU policy-making.

Q3 On which of these topics would you prefer to see regions and cities to become more influential in BU policy-

making?Please select up to four answers. (% mentioned by sub-group)
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How to improve democracy
in the European Union?
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2. How to improve democracy in the EU?

90% of surveyed local politicians agree that ‘better information on democratic systems at EU,

national, and subnational level’ would make democracy in the EU work better.

86% agree that ‘strengthening the involvement of subnational/local government levels in EU

decision-making’ would improve democracy in the EU.

Fewer, although still a clear majority, agree that democracy in the EU would benefit from
‘...elements of participatory democracy such as citizens’ assemblies or panels’ (75%) or

‘strengthening European political parties’ (62%).

More contentious is the introduction of transnational lists for European elections; 49% of

surveyed local politicians agree this would make democracy in the EU work better, versus 41%

who disagree.
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2. How to improve democracy in the EU?

Q7 For each of the following measures, to what extent do you agree or disagree that they would make
democracy in the European Union work better? (% - BUJ27)

—Totally agree —Tend to agree Tend to disagree —Totally disagree —Don’t know

Better information on democratic
systems at EU, national, and
subnational level

Strengthening the involvement of
subnational/local government levels in
EU decision-making

Introducing elements of participatory
democracy such as citizens’ assemblies
or panels

Strengthening European political parties

The introduction of transnational lists
for European elections

Base: all respondents (n=3 276)
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2. How to improve democracy in the EU?

« When asked how the EU can get closer to Q8 Which of the following measures, if any, do you consider most appropriate to achieve a

. - e "European Union closer to its citizens"? Please select up to four answers. (% - EU27
its citizens, the surveyed local politicians P P % )

are most likely to select measures aimed at

] . ) . EU support for partnerships among regions £~/
forming partnerships with other regions and cities facilitating citizens’ contacts
and cities in the EU. Partnerships between regionalflocal 4605
= Information for, and training of local Information for / training of local politicians
politicians also features highly. More European school and university 40,

partnerships

More opportunities for citizens to provide
input, for example through citizens 36%
dialogues

Better information by the EU institutions 34%

Strengthening ties with civil society 0
organisations 34%

More information about Europe/the EU in 299
the media o

Other, please specify 4%

Don't know 2%

None of the above 3%

I
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2. How to improve democracy in the EU?

« A large majority of the surveyed local politicians totally or tend to agree that they have sufficient
information about how democracy works at the national (88%) or subnational (84%) level.

= For the EU level, however, the corresponding figure is distinctly lower (66%).

Q6 Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: “I have sufficient information
about how democracy works at..?. (% - BJ27)

—Totally agree —Tend to agree Tend to disagree —Totally disagree —Don’t know

the national level

the subnational level

the EU level

Base: all respondents (n=3 276)
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2. How to improve democracy in the EU?

. Local politicians in lower levels of government are less likely to find that they have
sufficient information about how democracy works at national, subnational or EU level.

Q6 Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: “I have sufficient information
about how democracy works at..?'. (% by sub-group)

National level Subnational level EU level
Political level
ceveLt s 7 | s
ceveLn [ s Jol |
eveL R 2 B

=—Totally agres ~—Tend to agres Tend to disagres —Tuotally disagree —Don't know
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3. Conference on the Future of Europe

« 54% are aware of the Conference of the Future of Europe, versus 46% who are not aware of it. Includes 43%
who have heard about it, but who are not aware of any related activities in their constituency.

« 11% have either been actively involved in the Conference themselves (3%) or are aware of related activities
in their constituency (8%).

Q4 Are you aware about the Gonference on the Future of Europe? (% - BU27)

______________________________________________________ o) Yes, I have been actively
¢ 3 /0 involved

80/ Yes, I'm aware of related
O activities in my constituency

Yes, but I'm not aware of any

430/0 related activities in my

constituency

460/0 No, I'm not aware of it

o Base: all respondents (n=3 276)
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3. Conference on the Future of Europe

On average, awareness about the Conference is higher in eastern and southern European Member
States than in their northern and western European counterparts.

Q4 Are you aware about the Conference on the Future of Europe? (% ‘aware’ by

country)
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3. Conference on the Future of Europe

« The most often conducted activities for the Conference on the Future of Europe are information
events, followed by citizens’ debates and media activities.

Q4 What kind of activities did you or your constituency conduct in relation to the Conference of the Future of
Europe?Please select all that apply. (% - BJ27)

otormation everts47% ||

Citizens’ debates 299/,

Media activities

Other, please specify 99 .

Don't know 2(09% -

Base: all respondents (n=269)

I
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Number of subnational
constituencies and elected
politicians in the EU27




Number of subnational constituencies and elected politicians in the EU27

Desk research showed that there are approximately 1.2
million local elected politicians across the EU27,
including:

. +/-9 700 elected politicians at Level | (includes
regions and federal states);

. +/-38 000 elected politicians at Level Il (includes
provinces, counties and departments);

. +/-1.1 million elected politicians at Level il
(includes municipalities).
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Any questions?

Femke De Keulenaer Femke.Dekeulenaer@ipsos.com

Daan Bijwaard Daan.Bijwaard@ipsos.com
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